The Saint of Mantralaya-ll________________27

universe. He creates Himself whenever there is
decadence in morality and proliferation of evil, all around.
To protect the good and vanquish the wicked, Sri
Narayana takes avatar in every yuga. Besides, when
required, He also causes the birth of Mahapurushas,
who, through His grace, work for the good of the world -
for the establishment of dharma, peace and happiness,
as also for spreading morality and uprightness and
propagating devotion towards Sri Hari, the Almighty.

Sri Raghavendra is one such Divine gift to the
mundane world. In Mantralaya, on the banks of the
Tungabhadra river, about 300 years ago -in 1671 A.D. -
he entered alive into a Brindavana that he himself had
envisioned and got completed under his personal
supervision. He had fixed the auspicious date and time
for the Brindavana pravesh, well in advance, and
executed his plan to perfection. Alive even now in the
Brindavana, he is always gracing his devotees and
fulfilling their desires through his spiritual powers, like a
Kalpavruksha and a Kamadhenu.

As is known well, Lord Venkataramana is the deity
worshipped most, in Kali yuga. It was through His grace
that Venkatanatha was born. Venkatanatha - later famed
as Sri Raghavendra (after his taking to sanyasa) - has
worked miracles in everyone of his earlier births. And he
continues to be doing so to this day, still existing in his
Brindavana at Mantralaya!

In the celestial world, Sanku Kama was enjoying the
privilege of being a member of Chaturmukha Brahma's
coterie and doing service for the daily puja of Sri Maha